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non-adherence, the League was able to repudiate the whole
business.
The Muslim League, then, imposed its ludicrous proposal
as an absolute condition, and without its prior acceptance it
utterly refused to go near the Congress. The British, con-
sequently, felt safe in postulating a prior agreement between
the League and the Congress as their absolute condition for
discussing Indian independence. Like the League, the
British adopted an air of offended generosity when this
condition of theirs was not met.
As opposed to Congress nationalism, the League finally
turned to demanding a partition of India.
About 1935 in Cambridge, England, a campaign was
begun in favour of the idea of * Pakistan': that a separate
state should be created in the area, populated principally by
Muslims, of north-west-India, Some persons envisaged the
inclusion also of South Central Asia. Later another state
in north-east India was suggested. The word 'Pakistan'
signifies 'the country of p-a-k'; which some took as being the
three initials of Punjab, Afghanistan, and Kashmir. Others,
whose interest in lands outside of India was feeble, regarded
the * #' as representing the Indian Afghanis, i.e., PaShans, of
the North-West Frontier Province. Still others thought
of pafe, the Persian word for * pure ' or ' holy'.
The notion attracted little attention at first. Actually,
Sir Muhammad Iqbal in a presidential address to the Muslim
League had made a somewhat similar suggestion in 1930. " I
would like to see ", he had incidentally said in the course of
a long speech, " the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province,
Sind and Baluchistan amalgamated into a single state. Self-
Government within the British Empire, or without the
British Empire, the formation of a consolidated North-West
Indian Muslim State appears to me to be the final destiny of
the Muslims at least of North-West India1'19. The idea
made little impression at that time, and hardly anything was
done about it until some Indian Muslim students in
Cambridge, as we have said, set themselves (or were set ?)
to propagating it. There is some evidence20 that it was